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Greetings  to  all  Friends  everywhere  from  the  18th  Trien- 
nial Meeting  of  the  Friends  World  Committee  for  Consul- 
tation. Close  to  260  Friends  from  six  continents  assembled 
at  Ghost  Ranch  in  the  pure,  bright  light  of  the  New  Mexico 
high  desert  country  to  consider  the  implications  of  being 
"Publishers  of  Truth." 

We  were  an  assembly  of  diverse  people,  with  differ- 
ences in  nationality,  race,  language,  and  economic  condi- 
tions, together  with  a wide  spectrum  of  Quaker  practice. 
We  found  ourselves  sharing  the  common  threads  of  the 
love  of  God,  Quaker  witness  to  the  Inward  Light,  testimo- 
nies, and  membership  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 

Throughout  our  time  together,  in  every  type  of  meet- 
ing— for  worship,  business,  discussion,  and  personal  con- 
versation — we  were  made  aware  of  our  unpeaceful  world 
with  its  challenge  after  challenge.  There  were  among  us 
many  Friends  able  to  testify  to  acts  and  lives  of  extraordi- 
nary courage  and  faithfulness  in  the  face  of  the  most  ter- 
rible circumstances.  In  hearing  each  others'  personal  expe- 
riences and  in  worship  sharing,  we  inspired  and  empow- 
ered one  another,  reminding  ourselves  of  the  strength  and 
courage  available  to  us  through  confidence  in  God's  love. 
We  have  been  reminded,  too,  of  the  importance  of  showing 
our  faith  in  action  in  our  relationships  day  by  day. 

Our  living  testimonies  provide  the  power  to  reach  out  to 
others  to  express  our  social  concern.  New  life  and  energy 
are  clearly  re-vitalizing  our  peace  testimony.  We  have  heard 
again  the  commandments  of  Jesus  to  love  our  neighbors  as 
ourselves  and  to  love  God  with  all  our  hearts. 

For  those  of  us  who  attended  this  gathering,  a major 
challenge  will  be  to  convey  to  our  meetings  and  members, 
both  adults  and  children,  the  depth  of  concern,  commit- 
ment, and  loving  spirit  that  prevails. 

Our  gathering  has  been  warmed  by  the  breath  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Our  sails  have  been  filled  with  a wind  of  faith 
that  urges  us  to  go  out  from  our  safe  harbors  to  face  our 
challenges  with  hope  and  to  live  our  lives  in  that  Spirit  of 
love  that  delights  to  do  no  wrong. 

Heather  C.  Moir,  Clerk 
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Editorial  Comments 

It's  a small  world 

It's  a small  world  after  all. 

A long  time  ago  (once  upon  a time?)  our  family  went  to 
Disneyland.  I went,  expecting  to  not  like  it.  I was  prepared  to 
endure  it  for  the  sake  of  the  kids. 

I loved  it.  It  was  a fantasy-land  — bright  lights,  happy  people 
and  wonderful  rides.  They  were  more  than  rides;  they  were 
experiences.  It  was  a place  to  draw  one  out  of  oneself  and  just 
enjoy  being  for  a few  hours.  A few  of  the  rides,  I wouldn't  care 
to  experience  again,  but  all  in  all.  I'd  love  to  go  back.  The  kids  had 
a great  time  and  so  did  I. 

I know  I'm  not  supposed  to  admit  it  (not  sophisticated),  but 
I liked  the  ride  called  "It's  a small  world."  I know  it  was  a 
saccharine-sweet  display,  with  a repetitive  refrain  of  the  type 
that  sticks  in  one's  mind  and  won't  go  away.  Still,  the  one-world 
concept  pleased  me. 

I was  reminded  of  that  silly  song  as  I prepared  this  issue. 
Friends  from  all  over  the  world  traveled  to  New  Mexico  to  meet 
with  other  Friends.  High-school  aged  Friends  gathered  in  En- 
gland and  Ireland  to  travel  together  on  the  Quaker  Youth 
Pilgrimage.  After  the  Triennial  some  Friends  visited  in  this 
country.  Malesi  Kinero  from  Kenya  visited  in  the  Pacific  North- 
west. Unrelated  to  the  Triennial,  Lady  Borton  traveled  in  the 
Northwest,  telling  Friends  about  her  experiences  while  working 
for  AFSC  in  Viet  Nam. 

Some  Friends  travel  the  world.  Other  Friends  bring  the 
world  to  us.  We're  all  part  of  the  same  world.  It's  a small  world 
after  all. 

**** 

Please  renew  Friends  Bulletin  now  for  1995.  The  best  way  to 
renew  is  through  your  meeting.  Renewal  packets  have  been  sent 
to  your  meeting.  Give  your  check  ($16)  to  your  meeting  trea- 
surer or  your  Friends  Bulletin  meeting  contact  person  so  that  all 
subscriptions  from  your  meeting  will  be  sent  together. 

If  you  are  an  individual  subscriber  (IND  on  your  mailing 
label),  send  us  (or  send  a copy  of ) the  back  page  of  the  magazine, 
including  your  mailing  label,  with  your  check  for  $20.  Send  to 
Friends  Bulletin,  Subscription  Renewals,  1620  NW  Menlo  Dr, 
Corvallis,  OR  97330. 

We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you.  We  have  a lot  to  share 
with  you  in  1995. 

^1  cu^. y\oLX^ 

Have  a joyous  Holiday  Season  and  a wonderful  New  Year! 


Friends  Bulletin  exchanges  with  many  other  Quaker  publica- 
tions. If  you  like  cats  — and  Quakers  — as  much  as  I do,  you 
may  also  appreciate  the  following  by  Topsy  Evans  in  the 
Australian  Friend  (September  1994): 

"One  Friend  has  likened  organising  Quakers  to 
herding  cats!" 


PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 

Presiding  Clerk:  Ellie  Huffman  (916)  626-1524 
PO  Box  136 
Rescue,  CA  95672 

Assistant  Clerk:  Andrea  English  (510)  848-5202 

1746  Virginia 
Berkeley,  CA  94703 

Treasurer:  Phyllis  Jones  (916)  223-5405 

PO  Box  493599 
Redding,  CA  96049-3599 

Junior  Yearly  Meeting  Clerk  or  Contact  Person: 

Danielle  Daggerty  (818)  355-6774 

625  E Grandview 
Sierra  Madre,  CA  91024 

Young  Friends  Clerk  or  Contact  Person: 

Karen  Lawrance  (619)  794-9912 

668  Marsolan  Ave 
Solana  Beach,  CA  92075 

NORTH  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 


Presiding  Clerk:  Open 
Steering  Committee  Clerk: 

Pablo  Stanfield  (206)  527-5127 

PO  Box  45522 

Seattle,  WA  98145-0522 

Treasurer:  Charlie  Kimball  (503)  997-4237 

04862  Oceana  Dr 
Florence,  OR  97439 

Junior  Friends  Clerk  or  Contact  Person: 

Todd  Merkens  (503)  697-8145 

1 Icarus  Loop 
Lake  Oswego,  OR  97035 
Young  Friends  Clerks  or  Contact  Persons: 

Rachel  Wildflower  (206)  784-9427 

9728  3rd  Ave  NW 


Seattle,  WA  98117 

Jeremy  Clark  (509)  522-0414 

717  N Main 

Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 

INTERMOUNTAIN  YEARLY  MEETING 

Presiding  Clerks:  (719)  846-7480 

Bill  and  Genie  Durland 
605  W Pine  St 
Trinidad,  CO  81082 
Continuing  Committee  Clerk: 

Vickie  Aldrich  (505)  522-3462 

1517  E Boutz  Rd 


Las  Cruces,  NM  88001 

Treasurer:  Jan  Miller  (801)  278-2759 

211  Fifth  Ave,  #204 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84103 
Senior  Young  Friends  Clerks  or  Contact  Persons: 

Matt  Kowal  (303)  428-4816 

6880  Zenobia  Circle,  #4 
Westminster,  CO  80030 


Jeanette  Blanchard 
861  Lewann  Dr 
Gallup,  NM  87301 


(505)  722-5315 


Drawing  by  Ingrid  Petersen, 
Claremont  Meeting. 
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Triennials  Don't  Just  Happen  Overnight 

by  Jan  Miller,  Salt  Lake  City  Meeting1 

It  all  began  in  1984  when  Gordon  Browne,  then  execu- 
tive secretary  of  the  Section  of  the  Americas,  visited  Inter- 
mountain Yearly  Meeting  sessions  at  Ghost  Ranch,  New 
Mexico.  He  knew  immediately  that  it  would  be  a wonder- 
ful site  for  an  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Section.  New  Mexico 
Friends  were  not  so  enthusiastic  — they  knew  from  expe- 
rience that  it's  over  100  miles  from  the  airport  in  Albuquer- 
que and  that  there's  no  public  transportation. ...  In  1985  Val 
Ferguson,  then  the  general  secretary  of  FWCC,  visited  and 
saw  Ghost  Ranch's  potential  as  a World  Conference  Site. 

Convinced,  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  approved 
two  minutes  in  1986.  One  extended  an  invitation  to  FWCC 
for  either  the  World  Conference  in  1991  or  the  Triennial  in 
1994.  The  other  minute  created  a Local  Arrangements 
Committee  made  up  of  members  from  New  Mexico,  Ari- 
zona, Colorado,  and  Utah.  By  1987  the  entire  Ranch  had 
been  booked  for  ten  days  in  August  1994. 

By  1992  activity  among  local  Friends  responsible  for 
hosting  was  heating  up.  Budgets  were  prepared  and  gen- 
erous financial  commitments  were  arranged  by  IMYM, 
New  Mexico  Regional  Meeting,  and  Albuquerque  Monthly 
Meeting.  Walkabouts  and  excursions  ...  were  proposed 
and  accepted.  Albuquerque  and  Santa  Fe  Friends  pre- 
pared to  host  visitors. ...  Albuquerque  and  Santa  Fe  Friends 
were  well-prepared  to  greet  jet-lagged  and  altitude-weary 
travelers  in  mid-August  1994.  ■ 

1 Reprinted  from  FWCC  Newsletter  of  the  Americas , November  1994,  p.  4. 
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Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation 


Eighteenth  Triennial  Meeting 

Ghost  Ranch,  Abiqui,  New  Mexico,  August  15-24,  1994 


New  Mexico  Welcoming  Statement 
by  Elizabeth  Buckley,  Clerk,  New  Mexico 
Regional  Meeting 

New  Mexico  Regional  Meeting  began  as  a Quarterly 
Meeting  in  1964.  At  that  time  the  two  monthly  meetings 
were  Albuquerque  and  Santa  Fe,  each  with  one  worship- 
group  under  its  care.  Thirty  years  later,  six  monthly  meet- 
ings, one  preparative  meeting,  and  eleven  worship  groups 
comprise  New  Mexico  Regional  Meeting.  Just  this  summer 
a new  worship  group  formally  came  under  the  care  of  Las 
Cruces  Monthly  Meeting  which  is  located  in  the  southern- 
most area  of  our  region. 

Many  of  our  meetings  and  worship  groups  are  scat- 
tered across  long  distances,  requiring  a long  day's  drive  to 
get  from  one  edge  of  the  region  to  the  other.  We  gather 
together  over  a weekend  twice  a year,  in  the  North  here  at 
Ghost  Ranch  in  the  Fall  and  in  the  South  in  the  spring. 
Interim  committee  meetings  often  take  place  on  the  tele- 
phone. When  we  gather  together,  we  worship,  we  attend 
to  business,  we  discuss  our  concerns,  we  sing,  and  we 
pray.  These  times  of  fellowship  are  of  great  importance  for 
many  Friends  who  feel  isolated,  whose  voices  feel  so  few. 

Yet  these  few  voices  do  make  a difference.  Just  a few 
years  ago  Friends  participated  in  Sanctuary  work,  assist- 
ing refugees  from  our  neighboring  Central  and  South 
American  countries,  in  a modern-day  "underground  rail- 
road." Other  Friends  carry  on  the  prison  ministry  tradition 
rooted  in  our  historical  Quaker  beginnings  when  they  wor- 
ship and  hold  Bible  discussions  in  one  of  our  state  prisons. 

As  clerk  of  New  Mexico  Regional  Meeting,  I have 
sensed  a longing  among  Friends  in  this  region  to  connect 
with  the  world  family  of  Friends.  Thus,  it  is  with  great 
enthusiasm  that  Friends  from  our  region  have  helped  in 
the  arranging  of  this  Triennial  gathering  of  Friends  from 
all  of  our  Quaker  traditions  from  all  over  the  world.  Know 
that  many  loving  hands  and  hearts  are  behind  the  scenes 
in  preparations  for  this  event. 

Bless  you  all  who  have  come  so  far  to  be  here.  Welcome!* 


Elizabeth  Buckley,  Jan  Miller,  & Deborah  Richards. 


Reflections 

by  Robert  S.  Vogel,  Orange  Grove  Meeting 

The  260  Friends  who  gathered  in  Abiquiu,  New  Mexico, 
August  15-24  for  the  Eighteenth  Friends  World  Committee 
for  Consultation  Triennial,  came  from  yearly  meetings  on 
six  continents,  representing  wide  cultural  diversity  and 
practices.  Yet  all  claim  their  Quaker  heritage  and  tradition. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  first  generation  of  Friends  had  a 
far  easier  time  defining  our  mission  than  have  subsequent 
generations.  There  was  no  question  that  Fox  and  others 
had  discovered  that  "there  is  one  Christ  Jesus  who  can 
speak  to  thy  condition"  and  the  Valiant  Sixty  traveled  the 
world  to  share  their  leadings.  No  book,  priest,  or  ritual 
stood  in  the  way  of  their  direct  experience  of  God.  Today, 
over  350  years  later,  most  Friends  are  clear  about  their 
Christian  roots  while  others  stress  Fox's  exhortation  to 
"walk  cheerfully  over  the  world  answering  that  of  God  in 
everyone." 

Johan  Maurer,  General  Secretary  of  Friends  United 
Meeting,  speaking  on  "The  Light  of  Quaker  Tradition," 
pointed  out  that  there  is  no  "pure"  Quaker  tradition  which 
has  not  been  formed  in  a specific,  historical,  and  cultural 
context.  Among  Friends  today  there  are  two  major  atti- 
tudes toward  tradition:  (1)  abandon  or  conceal  our  tradi- 
tion if  we  want  new  people,  and  (2)  resist  any  invitation  in 
outreach  or  evangelism  which  would  not  feel  "Quakerly." 
We  need  the  light  of  tradition  to  shine  upon  our  efforts  to 
proclaim  Truth  for  at  least  three  reasons:  (1)  to  authenticate 
the  power  of  the  testimonies;  (2)  to  invite  the  newcomer 
into  the  new  life  of  Christ;  and  (3)  to  remember  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  at  work  in  the  world  and  that  our  social 
testimonies  are  being  expressed  by  other  groups. 

I discovered  that  Friends  membership  and  worship 
practices  vary  widely.  In  most  Africa  Yearly  Meetings  it 
takes  three  years  of  study  and  participation  before  one  is 
accepted  as  a full  member.  Worship  takes  many  forms  — 
many  programmed,  some  unprogrammed,  and  most  a 
combination  of  programmed  and  open  silent  worship.  I 
think  we  need  to  recognize  that  the  spiritual  needs  of 
people  differ,  depending  on  their  own  past  experiences. 
When  I first  came  into  the  fellowship  of  Friends,  I could  not 
take  a full  hour  of  silent  worship.  Fortunately,  my  meeting 
recognized  the  need  for  new  seekers  and  planned  some 
directed  meditation  each  First  Day.  Perhaps  we  need  to 
help  newcomers  understand  how  to  use  the  silent  periods 
to  grow  spiritually  by  arranging  some  helpful  intermedi- 
ate steps. 

Of  special  interest  to  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  was  the 
supportive  action  the  Triennial  gave  to  the  proposal  of 
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PYM's  East-West  Committee  for  the  creation  of  a Friends 
House  in  Moscow.  Although  FWCC  was  unable  to  provide 
a legal  base  for  this  project,  it  did  approve  continued 
"consultative  support."  Because  London  Yearly  Meeting's 
Quaker  Peace  and  Service  Committee  and  the  European- 
Middle  East  Section  of  FWCC  have  had  the  greater  expe- 
rience with  developments  in  Eastern  Europe  and  the  former 
Soviet  Union,  it  was  hoped  that  QPS  might  provide  such 
necessary  status  so  that  the  project  may  grow  and  develop.* 

Truth  and  Light  at  the  Triennial 

by  Emily  Lewis,  Mountain  View  Worship  Group 

I'm  sure  every  Triennial  is  memorable  and  impressive. 
I definitely  found  these  ten  days  to  be  so.  Certainly  the 
setting  at  Ghost  Ranch  in  northern  New  Mexico  was  con- 
ducive to  opening  our  hearts  and  minds  to  new  insights 
presented  by  the  stimulating  program.  The  theme,  LIGHT, 
was  most  appropriate.  I was  often  aware  of  the  changing 
light  as  I watched  the  sun  rise  over  the  red  rocky  cliffs, 
billowing  clouds  move  across  the  sky,  the  setting  sun  — 
sometimes  softened  by  rain  clouds  — and  the  light  from 
the  brilliant  stars  as  I walked  along  the  road  to  my  casita 
each  night. 

The  diversity  of  cultures  and  philosophies  represented 
by  nearly  350  participants  was  startling  to  me.  Several 
times  I found  myself  thinking,  "How  can  she  be  a Friend 
and  say  that?"  However,  it  was  my  experience  that  there 
was  a serious  effort  to  listen  with  open  minds,  to  not  be 
judgmental,  and  to  seek  common  grounds  for  Truth.  The 
interpreters  were  skilled  at  interpreting  into  several  lan- 
guages, but  I especially  appreciated  the  clerk.  Heather 
Moir,  saying,  "The  official  language  of  the  Triennial  is  the 
language  of  the  Spirit." 

The  discussion  guide,  "On  Being  Publishers  of  the 
Truth,"  circulated  among  meetings  before  the  Triennial, 
was  helpful  in  focusing  the  thoughts  of  the  small  worship 
groups.  My  worship  group  consisted  of  thirteen  people 
representing  five  countries  and  beliefs  ranging  from  Afri- 
can Evangelical  to  Iowa  Conservative.  As  we  listened  to 
each  other  I felt  a sincere  desire  to  understand  what  an- 
other person  meant  by  TRUTH. 

Some  interest  groups  focused  on  presentations  from 
the  general  sessions:  Johan  Maurer's  address,  "The  Light 
of  Quaker  Traditions;"  Panel,  "The  Light  of  God's  Cre- 
ation;" Ed  Dommen,  "Violent  Effects  of  World  Economic 
Structures;"  Australia  Yearly  Meeting,  "Children  in  the 
Society  of  Friends;"  Panel,  "Living  Truth  as  Quakers  in  our 
Communities;"  Individuals,  "The  Quaker  Peace  Testimony 
in  Action."  The  interest  groups  were  prolific  and  the 
choices  challenging. 

The  Planning  Committee  did  an  admirable  job  of  get- 
ting conference  participants  into  the  surrounding  area  by 
allocating  one  day  for  Excursions.  There  were  fifteen  pos- 


sibilities that  ranged  from  a day  of  quiet  contemplation 
with  Benedictine  monks  at  CHRIST  IN  THE  DESERT 
Monastery  to  exploring  Puye  Cliff  dwelling  ruins  to  visit- 
ing Santa  Fe.  I finally  settled  on  spending  the  morning  in 
the  Sikh  community  at  Espanola  and  the  afternoon  at  the 
Dar  A1  Islam,  a Moslem  community,  to  learn  how  other 
types  of  religious  communities  live  TRUTH. 

The  hours  of  detailed  planning  and  careful  execution 
by  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  to  make  the  Triennial 
successful  were  greatly  appreciated.  I would  love  to  share 
more  impressions  with  individuals  or  meetings.  ■ 


Pre-Triennial  Conference  Organizers  and  Helpers  from 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting. 


Arline  Hobson's  Reflections 

by  Arline  Hobson,  Tucson  Meeting 

The  Triennial  was  for  me  both  a challenging  and  inspir- 
ing experience.  Diversity  was  a given  — ethnic  diversity, 
theological  variances,  and  markedly  different  worship- 
ping styles.  Yet  the  sense  of  "family"  was  a reality  and  the 
sharing  was  generally  open  and  affectionate. 

My  deepest  personal  interest  in  FWCC  is  in  its  potential 
for  helping  Quakers  bridge  the  in-house  cultural  differ- 
ences within  our  beloved  Society  of  Friends.  The  very 
openness  to  one  another  in  the  face  of  great  differences, 
though  a concept  I particularly  cherish,  became  a personal 
challenge  for  me  when  I found  myself  in  close  association 
with  Friends  very  different  from  our  rather  low-key  un- 
programmed Friends  who  say  little  about  personal  reli- 
gious experiences.  It  was  a soul-searching  time. 

Over  and  over  again  I found  myself  grateful  for  my 
childhood  Quaker  nurturing  in  a programmed  meeting 
with  its  clear  Christocentric  base.  There  was  a deep  joy  in 
the  awareness  that  most  of  the  Society  of  Friends  still  uses 
the  Bible,  still  offers  prayer,  and  still  delights  in  the  minis- 
try of  music.  I do  think  George  Fox  would  have  felt  as 
stimulated  as  I was.  Continued  on  next  page. 
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Johan  Maurer,  former  director  of  the  FWCC  Right 
Sharing  of  the  World's  Resources  and  now  the  Executive 
Secretary  of  Friends  United  Meeting,  suggested  at  the 
opening  session  that  we  respect  and  retain  our  traditions 
provided  we  find  ways  to  use  them  to  support  our  testi- 
monies and  provided  we  not  be  iconoclastic  and  idola- 
trous with  respect  to  them.  We  were  also  exhorted  to  be 
sufficiently  sensitive  culturally  to  understand  cultural 
modifications  in  third  world  settings.  He  intimated  that 
programmed  Friends  and  unprogrammed  Friends  could 
learn  much  from  one  another  if  they  could  appreciate  that 
neither  style  was  completely  satisfactory.  Johan  recom- 
mended that  each  group  at  times  use  the  other  style  or 
pattern  to  gain  from  the  variation  in  pattern. 

I thrilled  to  the  proclamations  of  the  Evangelical 
Friends  who  felt  driven  — like  our  forebearers  — to  share 
insights  about  the  Almighty  as  currently  perceived.  I soon 
recognized  that  joyous  proclamation  was  the  pattern  of 
Evangelical  Friends,  but  at  no  time  did  I experience  or 
observe  any  exhortations  by  these  same  Friends.  They 
participated  with  ease  in  unprogrammed  worship,  dis- 
playing more  versatile  adaptability  than  characterizes  us. 

The  ministry  of  Gregg  Lamm,  chaplain  of  George  Fox 
College,  was  powerful  at  our  last  plenary  gathering  for 
worship  in  programmed  style.  Under  African  leadership, 
we  sang  as  few  North  Americans  ever  do.  Gregg  Lamm 
called  us  to  consider  the  difference  in  lives  lived  as  people 
of  passion  committed  to  serve  the  Almighty  faithfully 
without  regard  for  consequences  as  against  those  lives 
that  are  ego-driven  to  achieve  good  works,  however  good 
they  may  be.  He  repeatedly  referred  to  one's  First  Love  as 
the  love  of  God  Almighty. 

Greg  later  met  informally  with  a group  of  Friends  from 
IMYM,  NPYM,  and  PYM  to  discuss  how  we  could  better 
relate  to  other  Western  Friends. 

Small  worship  groups  met  daily.  We  did  not  necessar- 
ily follow  our  worship-sharing  format,  but  let  each  group 
discover  its  own  pattern.  I co-facilitated  my  group  with  a 
young  Norwegian  Quaker,  and  it  led  to  the  Bible,  song, 
prayer,  and  sharing  of  life  concerns  at  a really  deep  level. 
The  African  FWCC  staff  person  in  our  group  was  uninhib- 
ited in  her  religious  fervor  and  decidedly  sensitive  to 
individuals  and  their  personal  concerns.  She  truly  "minis- 
tered." One  Conservative  Friend  told  me  that  Quakers 
ought  not  to  be  singing  and  it  horrified  him  to  hear  a black 
African  woman  pray  to  "Our  Father  in  Heaven,"  a white 
deity  in  the  sky.  I did  suggest  that  we  had  to  transcend 
words  and  realize  the  truth  of  metaphor. 

Panels  of  Friends  from  various  countries  offered  won- 
derful testimonies  to  lives  lived  cheerfully  in  the  Spirit 
despite  personal  trials.  I was  particularly  touched  by  a 
Bolivian  Friend  who  spoke  of  their  evangelism  which 
drove  them  from  one  phase  of  social  action  to  another, 
finding  that  the  good  news  could  hardly  be  heard  if  there 
was  hunger,  poverty,  illiteracy,  and  disease. 


Some  unpleasant  differences  among  Friends  did  sur- 
face. Some  Latin  American  Friends  spoke  about  and  prayed 
regarding  our  sins,  especially  violence  and  homosexual- 
ity. One  good  Baltimore  Friend  finally  spoke  sensitively 
and  lovingly  to  our  acceptance  of  all  of  God's  creatures, 
including  homosexuals.  Quaker-like  silence  ensued  and  I 
pray  that  sensitivity  increased. 

The  minute  presented  regarding  concern  for  excessive 
population  struck  me  as  rather  weak.  I remained  silent, 
assuming  that  the  presenting  person,  concerned  about 
population  control  and  representing  the  concern  of  Balti- 
more Yearly  Meeting,  had  some  reason  for  the  nature  of 
the  statement.  Later  I asked  her  about  it.  She  replied  that 
in  an  interest  group  on  the  subject,  the  Third  World 
peoples  were  adamantly  opposed,  unity  was  lacking,  and 
they  were  very  distressed  that  the  "preciousness"  of  chil- 
dren was  not  being  stressed. 

I personally  angered  some  Friends  from  abroad  when 
I opposed  a preliminary  statement  to  a proposed  minute 
calling  for  freedom  of  religion  for  aboriginal  nations.  I 
indicated  that  there  was  inaccuracy  in  references  to  Ameri- 
can Indians,  that  Native  American  tribal  groups  are  in 
conflict  on  some  of  these  issues  and  that  this  international 
body  was  not  adequately  informed  to  speak  to  this  inter- 
nal American  situation.  Later  discussion  with  one  angry 
Friend  did  not  suffice  to  alter  her  anger  and  I could  only 
retreat  and  leave  her  with  her  anger.  I probably  didn't  help 
when  I said  I had  been  involved  in  Native  American 
affairs  since  1940.  It  was  a pattern  that  I have  to  monitor  in 
myself  of  sometimes  grasping  for  great  ideas  without 
consideration  of  the  appropriate  local  application. 

I left  the  gathering  with  a deep  sense  of  commitment  to 
the  cultural  bridging  that  we  should  all  be  promoting 
within  this  religious  family.  If  we  can't  achieve  that,  how 
can  we  contribute  to  wider  social  needs?  I left  with  a sense 
of  rejoicing  in  the  obvious  Quaker  consistency  of  dignify- 
ing all  of  God's  creatures  in  diverse  settings  and  by  ethni- 
cally diverse  peoples. 

We  are,  indeed,  an  amazing  people!  ■ 


One  of  several  worship  groups  that  met  almost 
every  morning  during  the  Triennial. 


Photo  by  Deborah  Richards 
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Interpreting  the  Triennial 

by  D.  Pablo  Stanfield,  Salmon  Bay  Meeting 

Those  of  us  who  work  as  interpreters  for  Friends 
international  gatherings  earn  the  special  right  to  sit  "ring- 
side" to  all  the  activities  — because  those  international 
Friends  are  busy  sucking  our  brains  dry  as  speaker  after 
speaker  tries  to  clarify  all  the  diverse  meanings  Quakers 
give  to  the  Truth,  and  we  try  to  put  it  into  a different 
language.  Our  throats  go  dry  and  our  brains  come  out 
pabulum  and  afterward  we  ask,  "What  were  they  all 
talking  about?"  We  then  race  to  look  over  the  tardy  text  for 
the  next  plenary  speaker  who  will  expect  us  to  interpret  it 
simultaneously  even  when  it  is  full  of  culturally  specific  or 
loaded  allusions  and  puns  and  metaphors  that  are  hope- 
lessly untranslatable.  But  at  ringside  we  see  the  sweat  and 
determination  of  those  laboring  under  concerns,  the  calm 
centeredness  of  the  clerks  and  those  who  are  weighty 
sitters  and  listeners,  the  unspoken  testimony  of  dedicated 
souls  who  serve  God  and  humanity  in  tireless  giving,  the 
quiet  maneuvering  to  avoid  embarrassment  or  names 
"that  would  not  have  occurred  to  me,"  and  the  committed 
work  of  those  who  are  trying  to  make  it  all  happen. 

Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation  meetings 
are  unlike  other  international  negotiations  or  conven- 
tions. They  do  indeed  have  something  peculiar  about 
them.  It  is  not  that  we  share  certain  religious  culture  — the 
Society  of  Friends  is  too  diverse  for  that.  One  East  African 
Yearly  Meeting  advocates  moving  traditionally  to  the 
music  of  the  evangelical  hymns  and  fervor  of  their  wor- 
ship, while  the  group  in  the  next  province  insists  that 
Friends  must  stand  still  while  singing,  and  the  group  up 
the  road  sits  in  silence  wondering  at  the  Friends  who  make 
so  much  noise.  It  is  not  that  we  share  specific  premises  for 
relating  to  each  other;  some  of  us  are  curious  and  some 
wish  "those  others"  would  see  their  light.  But  we  do  in  fact 
represent  a world  family,  in  extended  branches  and  dys- 
functions and  love,  but  already  in  relationship. 

At  Ghost  Ranch,  the  Presbyterian-run  conference  cen- 
ter in  the  high  desert  mesa  country  of  New  Mexico  where 
Georgia  O'Keeffe  spent  most  of  the  last  twenty  years  of  her 
life  painting,  the  dual  themes  of  "The  Light  of  God's 
Creation"  and  "On  Being  Publishers  of  T ruth, " became  the 
focus  for  many  intensified  relationships.  Although  there 
was  a full  schedule  of  plenary  business,  there  was  always 
more  to  draw  us  away  to  a perspective  where  we  could 
discern  God's  will.  There  was  the  perspective  of  twenty 
million  years  of  history  lived  in  the  ranchlands,  from 
dinosaur  fossils  through  multiple  indigenous  peoples' 
traces,  the  Hispanic  presence  that  gave  the  ranch  its  name, 
and  above  all  the  cliffs  with  their  weathered  faces  saying, 
"This  too  shall  pass."  We  experienced  late  summer  light- 
ning showers  with  dramatic  black  clouds,  rain  that  could 
dry  before  hitting  ground  or  wash  out  the  entire  valley, 
and  rainbows  that  promised,  "Change  is  forever."  We 
wrestled  with  finding  time  to  hear  the  reports  of  all  the 


good  works  and  all  the  concerns  that  Friends  brought, 
hoping  for  a willing  ear  and  heart  to  help  carry  them 
forward.  We  wrestled  with  each  others'  ideas  about  pub- 
lishing Truth  in  worship  groups.  We  wrestled  to  make 
time  to  contemplate  the  Creation,  to  build  friendships,  to 
watch  the  clear  stars  and  the  full  moon,  to  try  local-style 
cooking,  to  attend  one  more  interest  group,  to  share  one 
more  experience  that  might  help  another  group,  to  make 
up  in  ten  days  for  six  years  of  not  meeting  together.  How 
to  keep  all  the  perspectives  in  perspective? 

Attempting  to  translate  minutes  and  texts  as  well  as 
interpreting  meeting  after  meeting,  I eventually  could  not 
see  the  carousel,  only  the  pattern  of  its  circle.  Quakers  do 
not  compete  to  grasp  the  golden  ring.  We  circle  round  a 
common  axis,  some  going  up  and  down,  some  moving  in 
other  ways,  but  the  bearing  is  strong  and  centers  us.  In  the 
midst  of  all  this,  there  is  no  question  to  me  of  what 
differences  are  not  understood  by  whom.  We  all  sense  that 
our  unity  is  like  that  of  the  far-flung  constellations:  whether 
it  is  shared  gravitation  or  mutual  distance  from  a Big  Bang 
origin,  there  is  a cosmic  force  that  connects.  I can  hear  the 
Bolivian  complaining  abut  the  gringas  wearing  shorts  and 
he  accepts  it  as  I complain  about  the  perfunctory  pro- 
grammed prayer  that  a Central  American  said  at  the  end 
of  the  last  worship.  We  both  wonder  how  we  can  keep  the 
immediacy  of  the  presence  of  our  Creator  at  all  times 
uppermost  and  share  that  with  our  meetings  at  home. 
What  distracts  one  is  not  the  same  as  what  distracts  the 
other,  but  both  know  what  must  be  priority. 

Oh,  yes,  we  found  unity  in  minutes.  We  rejoiced  in  the 
new  Friends  Centers  in  Moscow  and  other  places;  we 
welcomed  two  Indian  Yearly  Meetings  into  the  World 
Committee  (speaking  to  each  other  for  the  first  time  in  over 
seventy-five  years);  and  we  were  told  of  the  discovery  of 
five  more  Bolivian  Yearly  Meetings  with  Quaker  origins. 
Near  East  Yearly  Meeting  was  able  to  meet  for  the  first 
time  since  the  start  of  the  Lebanese  civil  war.  Rwandan 
Friends  miraculously  survived  the  slaughter,  while  others 
there  and  in  Burundi  watched  loved  Friends  die  in  ethnic 
madness.  There  was  some  clear  thinking  about  the  Peace 
Testimony.  Cuban  Friends  told  us  to  work  for  the  end  of 
the  embargo  so  they  can  work  to  re-establish  freedom. 

In  the  long  run,  what  I take  home  — besides  the  utter 
exhaustion  — is  many  more  places  on  my  mental  map  of 
where  I have  friends  to  pray  for.  What  I take  is  hope  that 
each  contact  has  helped  bridge  a gap,  made  real  for  some- 
one a valid  difference  that  in  God's  eyes  is  irrelevant.  It  is 
like  the  precious  moment  when  the  Aymara  Quaker  trades 
a Bolivian  zampona  panpipe  for  a Taos  pueblo  drum  and 
the  Pueblo  woman  says  to  me,  "Tell  him  it  is  from  the 
people  of  Taos  for  the  people  of  Aymara."  The  real  expe- 
rience is  that  use  the  Holy  Spirit  makes  of  me  when  a 
message  is  given  in  worship  and  God  gives  me  the  same 
message  in  a different  language,  because  our  oneness 
transcends  the  whirl  of  colors  and  sounds  and  movement, 
and  God's  gift  is  to  understand.  ■ 
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Malesi  Kinaro 

Interview  with  Nancy  Yarnall 

Malesi  Kinaro  is  the  Executive  Secretary  for  Friends  World 
Committee  for  Consultation  (FWCC),  Africa  Section.  She  was 
in  the  United  States  last  summer  to  attend  the  Triennial  Meeting 
of  FWCC  at  Ghost  Ranch,  Abiqui,  New  Mexico.  After  the 
Triennial  she  visited  with  Friends  at  Multnomah,  Salem,  Cor- 
vallis, and  Eugene  Meetings,  bringing  news  of  Friends  in  Africa. 
Malesi  Kinaro  lives  in  Nairobi,  Kenya.  She  traveled  to  Uganda, 
Rwanda,  and  Burundi  during  the  past  year. 

How  did  you  become  a Quaker? 

I was  born  one.  My  Father  and  my  mother  were  both 
Quakers.  My  father  was  a small  boy  when  the  missionaries 
came.  He  used  to  show  them  around  and  then  about  1910 
he  became  a Quaker.  I just  grew  up  in  a Quaker  village. 

Tell  us  about  your  family. 

I have  five  children.  I told  the  children  this  is  a ministry 
and  we  are  in  it  together.  The  most  difficult  time  was  when 
I went  to  Burundi  in  February.  The  first  time  I went  to 
Burundi  my  children  really  surprised  me.  Everyone  else 
was  worried.  But  my  children  like  David  Niyonzima,  from 
Burundi,  very  much.  They  said  to  me,  “Please  go  and  bring 
him  and  his  family."  They  thought  I would  just  go  and 
pick  him  up  and  bring  him  with  his  family.  Unlike  every- 
body else,  they  were  very  excited  that  I should  go.  I just 
told  them  to  remain  in  prayer. 

The  second  time  I went  to  Burundi  was  more  difficult 
for  me  personally.  My  second  child  was  in  the  hospital,  but 
I just  had  to  go.  I stayed  in  Burundi  for  four  days  and  she 
was  still  in  the  hospital  when  I returned. 

Now  the  children  know  that  if  Mama  is  gone  she'll 
come  back.  Things  have  mentally  become  more  accept- 
able. A long  trip  like  this  one  is  hard,  even  scary.  Right  now 
my  children  are  home  on  holiday  and  I haven't  been  there. 

Is  the  Africa  Section  different  from  other  sections? 

In  other  sections  there  are  service  workers  for  interna- 
tional Quaker  organizations.  We  are  the  only  international 
Quaker  organization  in  Africa.  The  Africa  Section  is  differ- 
ent in  that  it  sometimes  works  as  a service  body. 

Then  you  have  to  allow  for  our  own  country  and 
traditions.  They  can  give  an  individual  more  power  than 
FWCC  is  really  all  about.  I remember  when  I went  to 
business  meeting  at  a yearly  meeting  where  there  was  a lot 
of  confusion.  People  said,  "It  is  good  you  have  come  so  you 
can  make  corrections  at  this  meeting." 

The  Committee  in  Distress  was  formed  by  a village 
meeting,  but  because  of  FWCC's  coordinating  role,  it  be- 
came more  of  an  FWCC  committee.  When  we  made  it  an 
official  FWCC  committee,  we  called  it  the  Committee  for 
Peace  and  Social  Concerns,  then  changed  the  name  to 
Quakers  for  Peace  and  Social  Concerns. 

Right  now  it's  a committee  of  FWCC,  Africa  Section. 
Maybe  if  it  becomes  strong  enough  it  could  actually  be- 


come independent.  That  is  the  sort  of  committee  we  are 
lacking.  It  would  still  have  a position  with  FWCC,  but  it 
could  be  independent. 

Tell  Friends  about  your  trips  to  Burundi. 

They  were  extremely  useful.  Our  first  trip1  made  it 
possible  for  their  leader  (David  Niyonzima)  to  get  out  and 
tell  people  that  he  was  still  alive.  Eight  of  the  Bible  School 
students  at  the  Friends  Center  at  Kwibuka  were  killed. 
There  had  been  word  that  he  had  also  been  killed.  A lot  of 
fear  and  panic  gripped  the  people.  When  we  were  able  to 
go  around  and  assure  them  that  he  was  still  alive,  there  was 
a lot  of  joy  and  hope.  Also  we  were  able  to  give  him  a lot  of 
confidence.  He  was  able  to  go  to  places  he  wouldn't  have 
been  able  to  if  he  were  still  alone.  He  had  just  come  out  of 
hiding,  and  when  he  arrived  in  Bujumbura  and  was  told 
two  Friends  were  there  from  Nairobi,  he  couldn't  believe 
it.  It  was  a great  joy  for  all  of  us. 

We  were  also  able  to  see  what  the  needs  were  and  to 
organize  the  relief.  It  was  also  good  for  the  Burundi  Friends 
to  have  someone  with  whom  to  share  the  pain.  They  still 
say,  let  Friends  come  and  visit.  Especially  we  Friends  from 
the  Africa  Section  need  to  go  to  Burundi,  to  help  them 
overcome  the  fear. 

It  would  be  better  for  American  Friends  to  support 
Africans  visiting  Africans  rather  than  to  try  to  go  to  Burundi 
themselves.  For  one  thing  it  would  be  cheaper.  Also,  we 
live  in  tribal  situations  and  we  understand  tribal  tensions. 
We  should  appeal  to  churches.  If  they  are  Methodists  from 
Kenya  or  Tanzania,  let  them  go.  If  they  are  Lutherans  let 
them  go.  Each  church  should  visit  its  own  church  members 
in  these  tribes.  Then  eventually  the  churches  will  come 
together.  It  is  time  for  people  to  see  things  in  such  a light. 

I am  really  quite  convinced  that  the  situation  is  not 
hopeless.  It  has  been  a difficult  time.  What  needs  to  be  done 
is  a difficult  thing.  People  begin  to  ask,  “Who  killed  whom?" 
“And  who  did  what  and  what  should  be  done  to  so  and 
so?"  I don't  see  that  approach  working.  We  need  to  look  at 
the  issues,  recognize  that  the  Tutsis  and  Hutus  are  killing 
each  other.  We  need  to  figure  out  how  to  make  it  not 
happen.  Our  peace  work  will  not  be  to  bring  out  the  pain 
of  what  happened  but  to  let  people  live  with  the  pain  and 
then  let  go.  They  still  need  each  other.  They  have  to  live  in 
that  country  together. 

Tell  us  about  Kenyan  Friends. 

The  missionaries  came  to  the  Western  Province.  When 
the  Quaker  missionaries  came  to  Kenya  they  brought 
schools  and  hospitals  and  then  they  had  mission  work. 
That  is  why  they  grew.  They  also  had  the  idea  of  stopping 
the  suppression  of  women.  There  has  been  an  acceptance 
of  women  in  leadership  roles.  Women  leaders  get  a lot  of 
support  from  their  husbands. 

Drinking  of  alcohol  was  prohibited  by  the  missionar- 
ies. When  I look  at  it  in  perspective  I think  it  was  a very 
useful  thing.  The  Catholics  were  not  moving  people  from 
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their  habits  like  drinking.  So  you  see  a very  big  difference 
between  a Quaker  home  and  a Catholic  home. 

The  Catholics  didn't  mind  what  you  did  as  long  as  you 
went  to  Mass  and  said  your  confession.  The  Catholics 
didn't  really  mind  what  happened  to  you.  But  the  Quakers 
wanted  to  know  what  happened  to  you.  The  Quakers 
became  very  organized  and  the  Catholics  were  kind  of 
disorganized.  You'll  find  a big  difference  between  Catho- 
lic and  Quaker  villages  even  today.  In  the  Catholic  ones 
there  is  drunkenness,  no  learning,  illiteracy.  In  Quaker 
villages  people  go  to  school.  The  missionaries  brought  a 
very  strict  code  of  hygiene.  You  had  to  dig  a toilet;  you  had 
to  mud  your  house.  They  had  their  own  health  inspectors 
who  made  sure  you  got  water  from  a protected  stream. 
That  was  an  attractive  way  of  introducing  Quakerism. 

Kenya  has  many  yearly  meetings. 

There  are  approximately  eleven  yearly  meetings.  This 
is  a good  thing  because  it  means  that  nobody  is  too  power- 
ful. It  was  power  that  caused  trouble  when  we  had  one 
general  secretary  heading  a very,  very  big  yearly  meeting. 

It  is  a positive  thing  to  have  eleven  presiding  clerks  and 
eleven  general  secretaries.  We  can  work  together.  There 
can  be  cooperation  which  can  be  more  spread  out  than 
when  the  power  was  so  centralized. 

Tell  us  about  your  travels  in  this  country. 

I went  to  Wichita  to  Mid- America  Yearly  Meeting.  I 
had  wanted  to  attend  an  evangelical  yearly  meeting  be- 
cause I didn't  know 
what  that  meant.  Also 
there  have  been  mis- 
understandings be- 
tween their  evangeli- 
cal mission  and  what 
Kenya  was  because 
Kenya  is  FUM.  I felt 
that  Burundi  and 
Rwandan  Friends 


had  been  told  they  shouldn't  cooperate  too  closely  with  the 
Kenyan  Yearly  Meetings  because  we  were  "liberal,"  what- 
ever that  meant.  I told  them  I don't  see  why  they  were  calling 
us  "liberal"  because  when  I go  to  Burundi  I don't  see  any 
difference  between  their  way  of  worship  and  ours. 

I understand  it  now  that  I have  been  here.  I understand 
that  in  America  if  you  belong  to  one  group  you  should 
keep  to  that  group.  I think  that  idea's  been  transported  to 
Africa.  It  took  a long  time  for  Burundi  and  Uganda  Friends 
to  affiliate  with  FWCC. 

Because  of  these  affiliations  we  don't  feel  that  we  want 
to  be  part  of  these  restrictions.  We  want  to  be  able  to  visit 
each  other  and  share.  This  is  the  feeling  of  all  Friends 
Churches  in  Africa. 

The  women's  prayer  group  in  Portland,  Oregon,  where 
programmed  and  unprogrammed  women  pray  together 
was  very  exciting.  It  reminded  me  of  the  women  in  Kenya 
who  have  begun  to  pray  together.  The  women  from  all  the 
yearly  meetings  in  Kenya  have  been  meeting,  just  to  pray. 

What  are  your  observations  of  American  Friends? 

When  I went  to  the  World  Conference  in  1991, 1 really, 
truly  had  to  adjust  to  the  idea  of  liberal  Quakerism.  I had 
thought  all  Quakers  were  Christians. 

When  I came  to  the  States  I noticed  that  the  two  groups 
are  very,  very  "closed  in."  There  isn't  any  reaching  out  to 
see  if  the  others  might  have  a point.  And  I found  that  you 
either  belong  to  a programmed  meeting  or  an  unpro- 
grammed meeting.  And,  the  way  I understand  it,  if  you 
belong  to  a programmed  meeting,  you  are  Christ-cen- 
tered, and  if  you  belong  to  an  unprogrammed  meeting, 
you  are  liberal.  So  someone  who  doesn't  want  to  belong  to 
a programmed  meeting,  but  who  is  Christ-centered,  doesn't 
have  a chance. 

You  can't  be  like  the  old  Quakers  — they  were  unpro- 
grammed, they  believed  in  Christ,  and  they  read  the  Bible. 
And  I've  noticed  that  the  programmed  Friends  are  really 
programmed.  They're  more  programmed  than  our  meet- 
ings in  Kenya.  In  Kenya  there's  a lot  more  relaxed  atmo- 
sphere; people  might  share  what's  happened  during  the 
week  and  then  they  sing  and  so  on. 

What  do  African  Friends  need  from  American  Friends? 

We  need  the  fellowship  of  American  Friends.  We  need 
to  be  together  on  the  Quaker  tradition  of  peace.  We  need 
American  prayers.  We  need  for  you  to  reach  out  to  African 
Friends  economically.  We  still  have  a lot  of  economic 
problems.  We  also  need  your  suggestions.  Some  of  you 
have  been  involved  in  peace  work  for  a long  time. 

Most  of  all,  we  need  your  prayers.  ■ 

Malesi  Kinaro's  address  is  Malesi  E.  Kinaro,  Executive  Secre- 
tary, FWCC  - Africa  Section,  Friends  International  Centre, 
N'gong  Road,  PO  Box  41946,  Nairobi,  Kenya. 

1 Malesi  Kinaro  traveled  to  Burundi  with  Sue  Williams,  Quaker 
Peace  and  Service  worker  in  East  Africa.  Read  Sue  Williams 
account  of  their  trip  in  "From  Burundi,"  Friends  World  News, 
1994/1,  No.  142,  pp.  6-7. 


Contributions  for  FWCC 
work  in  Africa  should  be  sent  to 
the  Section  of  the  Americas  Of- 
fice. They  will  be  forwarded  to 
the  Africa  Section  office.  Send  to 
FWCC  Section  of  the  Americas, 
1506  Race  St,  Philadelphia,  PA 
19102  USA. 
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Quaker  Youth  Pilgrimage  July 


17- August  10,  1994 


QYP  1994  — A Scrapbook 

by  Lena  Amanti,  Pima  Meeting 


QYP  '94  — It  Ruled! 

by  Becca  Renk,  Sandpoint  Meeting1 


What  can  I say  about  the  Quaker  Youth  Pilgrimage 
except  that  it  was  the  best  experience  I have  had  in  my 
seventeen  years  of  life?  I could  talk  on  and  on  about  the 
places  I went,  but  that  would  not  convey  the  feeling  of  the 
pilgrimage.  I would  like  to  share  a scrapbook  of  scattered 
images  of  things  that  impressed  me  on  the  pilgrimage  and 
hope  that  some  sort  of  feeling  of  the  pilgrimage  can  be 
picked  up  from  this. 

Late  at  night,  I was  talking  with  a fellow  pilgrim  and  the 
largest,  most  beautiful,  shooting  star  I had  ever  seen  ap- 
peared. My  friend  had  never  seen  a shooting  star. 

I no  longer  cringe  at  hearing  "evangelical  Quaker"  and 
The  Bible. 

We  had  at  least  two  meetings  for  worship  every  day, 
and  I loved  it. 

We  were  surrounded  by  beauti- 
ful scenery.  (It  reminded  me  of  The 
Sound  of  Music.) 

If  I ever  needed  to  talk,  someone 
was  always  there  for  me. 

We  struggled  up  Pendle  Hill, 
reveled  in  the  view,  and  had  meet- 
ing for  worship. 

There  were  tons  of  sheep. 

At  night,  when  it  was  dark,  we 
sat  on  the  floor  and  had  meeting  for 
worship  around  a candle. 

We  had  a poetry  reading  with 
people  sharing  original  poetry  and 
stories  and  poetry  and  stories  they 
like. 

We  all  slept  on  the  floor  together. 

We  danced  and  sang  while  wash- 
ing dishes. 

We  were  depressed  together  and 
happy  together. 

We  shared  our  lives  with  each 
other. 

We  learned  from  one  another  and 
from  others  not  on  the  pilgrimage. 

We  had  deep  discussions,  and  we 
did  not  always  share  the  same  opinions,  and  that  was  all  right. 

We  cried  together  and  we  laughed  together. 

We  respected  each  other's  need  to  be  alone. 

We  discussed  the  meaning  of  life. 

We  enjoyed  life  together. 

We  came  together  as  a group  very  quickly. 

We  shared  ways  in  which  the  pilgrimage  changed  us. 

We  made  friendships  which  will  last  a lifetime.  ■ 


The  Quaker  Youth  Pilgrimage  was  most  assuredly  the 
pinnacle  of  my  life  thus  far.  I went  knowing  and  hoping  that 
I would  make  friends,  but  my  mind  couldn't  possibly  fathom 
the  extent  of  my  experience. 

For  one  who  came  to  the  Pilgrimage  knowing  all  the 
answers,  I certainly  walked  away  filled  with  a plethora  of 
questions.  This  spiritual  "Jeopardy"  has  opened  my  eyes 
in  more  ways  than  I thought  possible. 

Aside  from  the  relationships  begun  with  brilliant  young 
Friends  world-wide,  I also  gained  a lot  of  insight  and  fresh 
ideas  with  which  to  start  a new  chapter  in  my  life.  QYP  '94 
not  only  exposed  me  to  untouched  possibilities,  but  also 
grounded  me  in  my  Quaker  faith.  Through  conversations, 
lessons  in  Quaker  history,  and  earnest  questioning,  I 
found  myself  right  back  where  I started  — with  Friends. 

It  is  not  possible  to  express  with 
mere  words  the  feeling  of  kinship, 
spirituality,  fulfillment,  and  happi- 
ness that  went  along  with  the  Pil- 
grimage. All  I can  say  is:  It  Ruled! 
Thank  you  so  much.  ■ 

1 Reprinted  from  FWCC  Newsletter  of 
the  Americas,  November  1994,  p.  1. 

QYP  Epistle  Excerpts 

From  the  17th  of  July  to  the  10th 
of  August,  twenty-six  young  Friends, 
aged  sixteen  to  eighteen,  and  four 
leaders,  from  the  Americas  and  Eu- 
rope, participated  in  the  1994  Quaker 
Youth  Pilgrimage. 

Our  first  base  was  Drogheda 
Grammar  School,  Ireland,  where  we 
got  to  know  each  other,  the  behav- 
ioral boundaries,  and  the  political 
situation  of  Ireland  and  Northern 
Ireland . On  the  2 1 st  of  J uly , the  group 
moved  to  Yealand  Old  School,  En- 
gland. During  our  stay,  such  places 
as  Pendle  Hill,  Swarthmore  Hall  and 
Briggflatts  Meeting  House  were  vis- 
ited as  part  of  the  George  Fox  1652  country.  After  the  29th 
of  July  we  undertook  a work  project  at  Pardshaw  Young 
Friends  Centre,  England,  where  the  meeting  room  was 
painted  and  the  graveyard  tidied.  We  then  moved  on  to  the 
Moyallon  Friends  Meeting  House,  Northern  Ireland,  where 
we  formally  concluded  the  pilgrimage.  During  the  stay  at 
Moyallon  we  gained  practical  experience  of  the  present  day 
situation  in  Northern  Ireland.  ■ 


Creature 

by  Christopher  Kauffman, 
Moab  Worship  Group2 

Living  breathing  behind  eyes 
writhing  crawling  cold  hard  cries 
Nesting  roosting  in  your  mind 
take  a look  not  hard  to  find 
Created  to  protect  yourself 
taken  off  a mental  shelf 
Kept  on  a short  thick  chain 
tormented  struggles  never  wane 
Protects  and  shields  from  outside  pain 
feeds  and  eats  digests  your  brain 
Long  hard  claws  skin  to  rake 
cold  sharp  teeth  bones  to  break 
Once  so  open  warm  and  kind 
ice  and  steel  now  cover  mind 
Forget  your  difficult  painful  past 
release  your  creature  break  the  cast.  ■ 

2 Reprinted  from  FWCC  Newsletter  of  the 
Americas,  November  1994,  p.  3. 
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Jan  Stevenson's  Accident 

by  Jim  Cypser,  Boulder  Meeting 

Fifteen-year-old  Jan  Stevenson  is  an  associate  member  of  Boul- 
der, Colorado  Meeting.  She  has  been  a regular  student  in  Boulder 
Meeting's  First  Day  School  and  has  served  on  the  Religious 
Education  Committee  asa  representative  of JuniorYoungFriends. 
Jan's  parents,  Doug  and  Cynthia  Stevenson,  and  sister  Beth 
(thirteen)  are  also  active  in  Meeting. 

On  July  4th  Jan  was  walking  across  an  intersection  close 
to  her  home  when  she  was  struck  by  a car.  She  received  a 
major  skull  fracture,  a dislocated  hip,  and  damaged  liga- 
ments in  one  knee.  One  of  her  lungs  collapsed,  and  nerves 
serving  the  right  side  of  her  diaphragm  and  her  right  arm 
were  damaged. 

For  ten  days  Jan  was  in  intensive  care.  Eventually,  Jan 
was  moved  to  Rehabilitation  of  the  same  hospital,  where 
for  six  weeks,  six  hours  each  day,  she  underwent  respira- 
tory, occupational,  speech,  and  physical  therapy. 

On  the  28th  of  Eighth  month  Jan  returned  to  our  Meet- 
ing. When  Cynthia  asked  her,  "Well,  Jan,  why  'this' 
Sunday?  Why  not  'next'  Sunday?"  Jan  replied  "Potluck!" 

Jan  and  her  mother  arrived  at  our  Meeting  House  about 
9:30  that  morning.  The  wheelchair  was  set  up.  I held  it 
steady  as  Jan  struggled  out  of  the  front  seat  of  the  car  and 
into  the  wheelchair.  The  three  of  us  went  inside  to  the 
kitchen/ fellowship  area.  Looking  about  at  our  dilapi- 
dated, overused  meetinghouse,  she  murmured  the  words: 

"This  place  is  great." 

"You  mean  it's  great  to  be  here?" 

She  nodded. 

People  started  pouring  in  for  the  ten  o'clock  Meeting 
for  Worship.  Some  of  them  had  not  seen  Jan  since  the  day 
she  had  been  hit  by  the  car.  Again  and  again  she  was 
hugged  and  kissed  and  otherwise  greeted  by  dozens  of 
people  who  knew  her  and  loved  her.  In  retrospect,  I deeply 
appreciate  the  double  meaning  of  the  simple  sentence  she 
uttered  in  the  quiet  of  the  kitchen.  I give  praise  to  God  that 
he  has  made  human  beings  able  to  express  the  outpouring 
of  affection  and  welcome  I witnessed. 

Ninth  Month  Jan  was  released  from  the  hospital.  She 
can  speak  in  complete  sentences  most  of  the  time,  but 
walking  is  still  very  difficult.  She  may  not  regain  control  of 
her  right  hand  enough  to  return  to  playing  the  saxophone. 
Her  therapy  may  continue  for  another  six  months  or  a year. 

Boulder  Meeting  is  holding  Jan  in  the  Light,  and  we  ask 
that  you  join  your  prayers  with  ours  for  her  complete  and 
timely  recovery.  The  driver  who  struck  Jan  carried  no  insur- 
ance. Although  the  Stevensons  hold  insurance  policies,  the 
total  bill  is  already  $100,000  over  the  insurance  totals.  A 
special  account  has  been  established  for  Jan's  therapy  bills: 

Jan  Ellen  Stevenson  Medical  Account 
c/o  Lizanne  Keith,  Norwest  Bank  - Boulder 
1242  Pearl  St,  Box  227 
Boulder,  CO  80306-0227.  ■ 


Anna  Baker,  FWCC  Western  Field  Staff,  and  Elee  Hadley, 
Principal,  John  Woolman  School. 


Announcements 

FWCC  Western  Field  Staff 

Anna  Baker,  a member  of  South  Salem  Friends  Church, 
Northwest  Yearly  Meeting,  has  been  named  as  the  FWCC, 
Section  of  the  Americas,  Western  Field  Staff  person.  She 
lives  in  Salem,  Oregon,  with  her  husband  and  son  and  also 
has  three  grown  children. 

"...  As  I continue  to  interact  with  unprogrammed 
Friends,  I sense  a growing  ministry  of  building  bridges 
across  our  diversity. 

"I  believe  much  can  happen  as  we  come  together,  form 
friendships,  and  share  deeply  and  honestly  of  our  faith.  I 
enjoy  interaction,  whether  in  writing  or  in  person,  that 
builds  these  relationships.  As  much  as  possible,  I would 
like  to  travel  two-by-two,  with  an  unprogrammed  Friend, 
as  I work  at  finding  places  where  we  can  come  together  in 
friendship  across  our  diversity,  to  share  our  faith  and 
encourage  one  another  in  our  spiritual  journeys." 

Anna  Baker  can  be  reached  at  PO  Box  4157,  Salem, 
Oregon  97302-9998  or  by  phone/fax  at  (503)  371-3548. 

Quaker  Silent  Retreat 

February  3-5,  1995  — Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly 
Meeting  sponsored  Quaker  Silent  Retreat  at  Camp  Huston, 
Gold  Bar,  Washington,  is  a temporary  intentional  commu- 
nity in  which  silence  is  fundamental  to  fellowship  through 
Meetings  for  Worship,  vegetarian  Meetings  for  Cooking 
and  for  Eating,  and  unscheduled  time.  Young  people 
willing  to  accept  the  discipline  of  silence  are  most  wel- 
come, as  are  more  distant  Friends.  $40.00.  Registrations 
due  by  January  31,  1995.  For  questions  or  registration 
forms,  contact  Deborah  Gottlieb  Lewis,  (206)  385-7070,  or 
Margaret  R.  Gottlieb,  (206)  526-5462. 

The  Year  End  Retreat 

The  Year  End  Retreat  with  Patricia  Loring  will  provide  a 
contemplative  setting  to  review  the  past  year,  to  discern 
learnings,  openings,  divine  guidance,  and  intimations  of 
directions  or  leadings  in  the  New  Year.  Patricia  Loring  is  the 
author  of  Pendle  Hill  Pamphlet  #305,  Spiritual  Discernment. 
Quaker  Center,  Box  686,  Ben  Lomond,  CA  95005,  (408)  336-8333.B 


Photo  by  Deborah  Richards. 
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Friendly  News 


Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting 

by  Mary  Lou  Coppock,  Tempe  Meeting 

Ninety  Friends  gathered  October  7-9, 1994,  for  the  Fall 
session  of  Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting  at  Emmanuel 
Pines  Camp  in  Prescott.  Each  morning  a few  Friends  rose 
early  for  a period  of  worship  before  breakfast,  blessing 
"this  day  the  Lord  hath  made." 

Worship-sharing  groups,  meeting  both  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  were  rich  with  the  Spirit  as  friendships  were 
deepened  and  ideas  shared  about  who  we  are. 

Discussion  group  topics  for  Saturday  afternoon  in- 
cluded the  following:  (1)  What  happens  after  you  die? 
Have  you  made  your  final  arrangements?  (2)  Are  there  evil 
people?  and  (3)  Growing  up  Quaker,  an  intergenerational 
dialogue. 

The  business  session  was  dominated  by  concern  for  the 
unclear  state  of  the  financial  records.  An  ad  hoc  committee 
was  appointed  to  clarify  the  financial  standing  of  the  Half- 
Yearly  Meeting.  Friends  approved  that  the  current  trea- 
surer, Robert  Schroeder,  be  empowered  to  open  a checking 
account  in  the  name  of  Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  (Quaker)  with  David  Nachman, 
Recording  Clerk,  as  alternate  signatory. 

The  Saturday  evening  session,  a discussion  on  the 
Arizona  Prison  System,  was  led  by  former  prisoner  James 
Hamm,  now  an  ASU  law  student,  and  his  wife,  Donna 
Hamm,  an  advocate  for  prison  reform.  Friends  learned 
how  to  make  a difference  in  the  lives  of  prisoners. 

The  children  and  the  Young  Friends  groups  each  had 
their  own  programs,  including  a Young  Friends  overnight 
campout  in  the  forest. 

As  a result  of  having  been  alerted  before  the  meeting  by 
Young  Friends,  those  present  brought  a pile  of  toiletries, 
sheets,  canned  goods,  clothing,  and  school  supplies  which 
were  packed  for  an  orphanage  in  Mexico. 

Quaker  children  and  Young  Friends  joined  all  Friends 
in  a final  meeting  for  worship.  Their  presence,  as  in  former 
years,  deepened  the  worship  and  added  grace  and  hope  to 
optimistic  prophesy  for  Arizona  Friends.  ■ 

Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting 

Pam  Avila  and  Tim  Crump  are  starting  a worship  group 
in  Cannon  Beach,  Oregon.  They  will  meet  every  First  and 
Third  First  Day,  10-11  a.m.  at  their  home,  596  N Hemlock, 
Cannon  Beach,  Oregon.  For  directions,  call  (503)  436-0556. 

Boise  Valley  Monthly  Meeting  now  meets  at  918  E 
Bannock,  Boise,  Idaho,  at  9:30  a.m.  First  Day.  For  directions 
call  (208)  336-2269  or  (208)  345-2049. 

Mountain  View  Worship  Group  (Oregon  State),  meets 
on  First  Sundays  in  the  Episcopal  Church  at  601  Union  St, 
The  Dalles,  Oregon.  On  third  Sundays  they  meet  in  homes. 
For  information  call  Shannon  Perry,  (503)  386-1460.  ■ 


Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting 

by  Diane  St.  Marie,  University  Meeting 

"The  hands  and  feet  of  God  are  attached  to  the  arms  and 
legs  of  our  F(f)riends.  We  can  help  each  other  to 
accomplish  the  leadings  God  gives  us."  Kristi 
Rozdilsky  (Salmon  Bay) 

Jon  Roise  is  just  such  a friend.  After  working  for  AFSC 
in  Managua,  Nicaragua,  he  has  been  led  to  develop  a 
successful  project,  ;Si  a la  Vida! /Yes  to  Life!,  to  help  glue 
sniffing  young  boys  stop  sniffing,  earn  money  — in  short, 
to  change  their  lives. 

These  youngsters,  ages  nine  to  thirteen,  have  left  their 
homes  for  a variety  of  reasons  — the  current  "father"  is  not 
their  dad,  too  much  poverty,  too  many  kids,  abuse.  They 
land  in  one  of  the  markets  scattered  throughout  Managua 
where  shoe  repairmen  act  as  drug-dealers  and  sell  them 
glue.  These  boys  are  rough  and  rowdy  throw-aways,  steal- 
ing to  survive  and  sleeping  in  markets  where  they  are 
vulnerable  to  beatings  and  abuse.  They're  also  resourceful 
street-savvy  kids,  but  most  especially,  they're  just  kids. 

Jon  Roise,  working  with  Mercedes  Guido,  a local  com- 
munity activist,  decided  to  work  in  the  Ivan  Montenegro 
market.  With  a backpack  filled  with  medicines  and  ban- 
dages, Jon  makes  daily  trips  through  the  market,  visiting 
the  boys,  cleaning  up  cuts  and  bruises.  He  does  no  prosely- 
tizing. He's  just  being  there,  being  a friend,  someone  who 
cares.  Over  time,  one,  two,  then  three  kids  said  they 
wanted  to  get  off  glue  sniffing. 

With  the  help  of  sympathetic  shopkeepers  and  resi- 
dents in  a nearby  barrio,  a place  was  found  where  the  boys 
who  were  not  sniffing  could  spend  the  night  — in  safety. 
Out  of  their  already  meager  resources,  folks  in  the  barrio 
provide  food  and  sleep-over  space.  There  have  been  out- 
ings for  the  boys  — trips  to  the  swimming  pool  and  the  park. 

These  youngsters  are  very  mobile,  moving  from  market  to 
market  where  they  tell  each  other  about  the  project.  After  they 
have  been  off  glue  for  a time,  Jon  sells  them  a shoeshine  kit. 
They  return  to  the  market  where  they  earn  money. 

The  other  goal  of  this  project  is  to  re-integrate  the  kids 
back  into  families.  Some  children  are  placed  in  foster 
homes.  Land  has  been  purchased  in  the  barrio  and  con- 
struction started  to  build  a house  with  dormitory  space. 
Donations  are  needed  to  finish  the  building  and  support 
the  ongoing  work  of  j Si  a la  Vida! 

For  more  information:  Bill  and  Milly  Royce,  UFM 
Peace  and  Social  Concerns,  1046  Westlake  Ave  N,  #101, 
Seattle,  WA  98109,  (206)  284-2086,  e-mail:  bb269@scn.org.* 

Montana  Gathering  of  Friends 

Montana  Gathering  of  Friends  will  meet  February  10- 
12,  1994,  at  the  Ursuline  Center  in  Great  Falls,  Montana. 
For  information  call  Lucretia  Humphrey,  (406)  453-5446.* 
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Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting 

by  Bobbi  Kendig,  Marloma  Meeting 

The  SCQM  Regional  First  Day  School  and  Gathering 

program  is  up  and  running  again  this  year.  The  subject  of 
the  October  Gathering  was  "Kids  Who  Have  Made  a 
Difference."  The  theme  and  purpose  of  the  program  is 
keeping  families  together  through  such  activities  as  scrip- 
tural studies,  dramatics,  arts  and  crafts,  games  and  sports, 
food  preparation  (making  pizzas,  for  example),  and  pic- 
nics. The  program  is  geared  to  youth,  aged  six  and  older, 
with  a program  for  pre-schoolers.  All  are  welcome  — 
Quaker  families  and  their  friends  of  whatever  age. 

The  First  Day  School  and  Gathering  takes  place  on  the 
third  Sunday  at  Pacific  Ackworth  in  Temple  City.  By  devot- 
ing three  hours  a month  (2:00  - 5:00  p.m.),  Quakers  and  their 
friends  have  an  opportunity  to  become  better  parents,  neigh- 
bors, adults,  and  citizens.  For  further  information,  to  volun- 
teer, or  to  make  suggestions  call  (909)  735-9493. 

Los  Angeles  Meeting  and  Westwood  Worship  Group 
now  hold  Sunday  worship  as  Third  Street  Friends  Wor- 
ship Group.  They  meet  in  Whittier  Law  School,  5353  W 3rd 
St,  Los  Angeles.  The  Los  Angeles  meeting  house  continues 
to  house  Los  Angeles  Meeting's  office,  the  new  library,  the 
telephone,  mail  facilities,  dining  facilities,  the  resident, 
and  the  tenants:  Black  Awareness  Community  and  Devel- 
opment Organization,  Mothers  Reclaim  Our  Children, 
and  Wages  for  Housework  Campaign. 

Many  Friends  attended  a presentation  at  Whittier  First 
Friends  Church  by  John  Punshon,  an  English  Quaker, 
author,  and  professor  of  Quaker  Studies  at  Earlham  Col- 
lege and  School  of  Religion.  His  talk,  "An  English  Look  at 
American  Quakerism,"  focused  on  the  diversity  he  sees  in 
American  Quakerism,  contrasting  this  to  his  view  of  En- 
glish Quakerism.  ("They  believe  themselves  to  be  very 
diverse,  but  they  all  read  the  Manchester  Guardian.") 

While  John  Punshon  praised  the  vitality  that  he  found 
in  American  Quakerism,  he  also  saw  problems  arising 
from  our  vigor  and  diversity.  He  expressed  concern  re- 
garding "universalism,"  in  which  different  religions  are 
accepted  within  the  Quaker  faith.  The  acceptance  of  uni- 
versalism within  the  unprogrammed  meetings  has  led  to  a 
weakening  of  the  sense  of  unity.  He  made  a distinction 
between  "liberal  Quakers,"  whose  liberalism  consists  of 
the  belief  that  all  other  religions  are  acceptable,  and  "Quaker 
liberals,"  whose  liberalism  stems  from  their  belief  in  Quaker 
theology.  He  asserted,  "A  working  definition  of  Quaker- 
ism must  be  an  historical  one,  or  else  Quakerism  is  as 
Quakerism  does." 

Noting  that  inter-religious  dialogue  has  often  been 
carried  on  with  a sword,  John  Punshon  made  the  point  that 
Friends'  insight  is  important. 

While  our  vigor  and  diversity  were  evident  as  the 
dialogue  ensued  (in  Friendly  fashion),  the  program,  in- 
cluding lunch,  provided  us  richly  with  food  for  body, 
mind,  and  spirit.  ■ 


Greg  Ferguson. 


A Visit  to  New  York  Yearly  Meeting 
by  Todd  Merkens,  Fanno  Creek  Worship  Group, 
and  Greg  Ferguson,  Multnomah  Meeting1 

This  summer  we  had  the  unusual  chance  to  visit  an- 
other yearly  meeting.  Due  to  one's  previous  experience 
and  the  other's  inability  to  think  for  himself,  we  decided 
that  New  York  Yearly  Meeting  was  the  place  to  which  we 
would  venture.  Although  our  trip  cost  a little  less  than 
$800,  through  the  generosity  of  the  Multnomah  Special 
Projects  Committee,  NPYM,  and  NYYM,  we  were  able  to 
get  as  much  money  as  we  needed. 

What  we  found  when  we  went  to  New  York  was  a 
program  very  different  from  our  own.  Upon  arriving,  the 
biggest  difference  we  noticed  was  that  the  Senior  and 
Junior  High  School  aged  kids  were  split  up  into  separate 
groups.  Beyond  that,  the  program  for  the  Senior  High  was 
all  in  the  morning.  It  went  from  8:45  a.m.  to  12:00  noon, 
during  which  time  we  had  discussions  and  speakers  who 
we  found  very  interesting.  After  noon  we  had  the  rest  of 
the  day  to  do  whatever  we  wanted.  Attendance  was  very 
strict;  each  morning  the  adult  advisors  took  roll,  and  those 
who  were  not  present  had  their  names  read  off  during  the 
adult  plenary  session.  The  idea  was  to  make  sure  everyone 
was  involved,  and  people  didn't  mind  it  because  they 
knew  they  would  have  the  afternoon  all  to  themselves.  The 
Senior  High  also  took  on  the  responsibilities  of  planning 
and  producing  community  night,  which  they  called  Cafe 
Night,  as  well  as  doing  activities  in  the  children's  program. 

We  had  a great  time  at  New  York  Yearly  Meeting  and 
left  feeling  very  attached.  We  learned  what  seemed  to 
work  in  New  Y ork  and  brought  back  some  ideas  that  might 
work  at  North  Pacific.  ■ 

Todd  Merkens  is  NPYM  Junior  Friends  Clerk.  Friends  wishing 
to  subscribe  to  YO!  Friends,  the  NPYM  Junior  Friends  News- 
letter, should  send  $12  to  Greg  Ferguson,  Newsletter  Editor, 
3232  NE  52nd  Ave,  Portland,  OR  97213. 

1 Reprinted  from  Yo!  Friends,  The  NPYM  Junior  Friends 
Newsletter,  November  1994. 


Staff  photo. 
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Memorial  Minutes 

Samuel  Doak  Cox 


Samuel  Doak  (Sam)  Cox,  a valued  member  of  Redwood 
Forest  Meeting,  died  on  February  27,  1994,  at  the  Cox 
family  home  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  at  the  age  of  forty-one. 
He  was  a descendent  of  the  founders  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  and  became  an  adult  member  of  Honolulu  Meet- 
ing at  the  age  of  sixteen.  He  was  widely  known  and 
appreciated  throughout  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  for  his 
devotion  to  the  Society  and  his  contribution  to  the  history 
and  genealogy  of  generations  of  Quakers. 

Sam  received  his  college  education  at  Wilmington  Col- 
lege in  Ohio  and  the  University  of  Hawaii.  During  his 
years  in  California  he  joined  Strawberry  Creek  Meeting  in 
Berkeley  and  then  Redwood  Forest  Meeting  in  Santa  Rosa, 
where  he  served  as  Clerk.  He  participated  in  the  founding 
of  Appleseed  Preparative  Meeting  in  Sebastopol.  He 
struggled  with  ill  health  for  many  years  and  finally  died  of 
AIDS-related  illnesses. 

A courageous  advocate  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  concerns, 
Sam  married  Larry  Whitehead  under  the  care  of  Redwood 
Forest  Meeting.  This  took  place  in  1988  with  the  loving 
support  of  the  Meeting.  Larry  died  of  AIDS  in  1991. 

Sam  will  be  remembered  by  his  many  friends  and  co- 
workers in  various  administrative  and  educational  posi- 
tions as  a person  of  great  ability,  intelligence,  creativity, 
and  humor.  His  dedication  to  excellence  in  all  his  endeav- 
ors was  remarkable. 

The  tragedy  of  Sam's  death  has  wide  implications  for 
our  times.  He  is  survived  by  his  parents,  Richard  and 
Hester  Cox,  his  partner,  John  Stan;  four  sisters  and  their 
families;  and;  his  twin  brother.  Aloha,  Sam.  m 

Marianne  Leppmann 

Marianne  Leppmann,  who  joined  57th  Street  Meeting 
in  1946  and  Berkeley  Meeting  in  1952,  died  at  age  ninety  in 
her  home  in  Berkeley,  California,  on  March  10, 1994. 

She  was  born  in  Munich,  Germany,  on  August  12, 1903. 

World  War  I touched  her  life  in  many  ways:  her  father 
served  in  the  army  as  a doctor,  a male  cousin  was  killed, 
and  there  was  widespread  suffering.  Marianne  enrolled  in 
medical  school  at  the  University  of  Freiburg  in  1919,  fulfill- 
ing an  ambition  she'd  had  since  she  was  five  years  old. 

She  married  Joachim  Leppmann  the  day  after  her  last 
medical  school  exam  on  June  21,  1927.  Their  daughter, 
Dorothee,  was  bom  in  1928;  Susanne  was  bom  in  1929. 

During  the  depression,  Joachim  was  unemployed  for 
three  years.  He  earned  a doctorate  in  engineering  in  Berlin 
and  Marianne  continued  her  internship  and  residency  in 
Freiburg. 

After  Hitler  came  to  power,  the  Leppmanns  left  Ger- 
many for  Iran,  where  Joachim  worked  as  a civil  engineer. 
In  Persia,  Marianne  was  a pathologist  for  the  British  Em- 
bassy, a doctor  at  the  (British)  Church  Mission  Society 
Hospital,  a teacher  of  biology,  and  pediatrician  at  the 


Presbyterian  Mission.  In  T ehran,  Marianne  continued  prac- 
ticing the  frugality  which  had  started  as  a necessity  during 
World  War  I and  continued  during  through  the  depression 
in  Germany.  Despite  the  need  to  live  simply,  the  daughters 
still  have  memories  of  a rich  cultural  life. 

In  1946  they  moved  to  Chicago.  Joachim  worked  for  the 
Burlington  Railroad,  and  Marianne  did  her  second  intern- 
ship at  Women's  and  Children's  Hospital.  The  Leppmanns 
were  members  of  57th  Street  Meeting  for  the  six  years  they 
were  in  Chicago. 

They  moved  in  1952  to  Berkeley.  Marianne  became  a 
pediatrician  at  Kaiser  Hospital  in  Oakland,  and  Joachim 
continued  his  career  in  engineering. 

After  Marianne  retired  from  Kaiser  Hospital  in  1966, 
she  and  Joachim  devoted  their  lives  to  their  family,  then- 
friends,  and  the  meeting.  They  worked  on  many  meeting 
committees  and  activities,  giving  special  attention  to 
Friends  House  in  Santa  Rosa  and  John  Woolman  School. 
They  traveled  often  to  Europe  and  Asia.  Joachim  died 
November  1, 1982;  they  had  been  married  55  years. 

Many  meeting  children,  now  grown,  remember  cel- 
ebrating Christmas  at  the  Leppmanns.  This  event  included 
a tree  lighted  with  real  candles,  flute  music  played  by 
Joachim,  and  a reading  of  the  Christmas  story  in  German. 

Marianne  Leppmann  is  survived  by  daughters  Dorothy 
Perloff  and  Susanne  Bessac,  and  seven  grandchildren.  ■ 

Walter  Hastings  Wright 

A beloved  and  long-time  attender  of  Santa  Barbara 
Meeting,  Walter  Hastings  Wright,  died  February  26, 1994. 

Born  July  24,  1910,  in  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  Walter 
moved  with  his  family  to  Los  Angeles  at  the  age  of  ten. 
After  graduating  from  the  Art  Center  and  Gemological 
Institute  of  America,  he  established  the  Walter  Wright 
Contemporary  Jewelry  Shop  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Los 
Angeles.  For  more  than  forty  years,  the  shop  of  this  pioneer 
in  design  of  modem  jewelry  was  a popular  stop  for  inter- 
national artists  and  celebrities. 

Walter  was  a conscientious  objector  during  World  War 
II.  During  the  1960's  he  played  a significant  role  in  conven- 
ing two  conflict-resolution  conferences  with  America's 
leading  social  scientists. 

In  1978  Walter  and  his  wife  moved  to  Santa  Barbara.  He 
then  earned  a triple  bachelor's  degree  in  the  arts  at  UCBS. 
He  was  active  with  the  Santa  Barbara  Sculptors  Guild,  the 
Santa  Barbara  Art  Association,  the  Fellowship  of  Recon- 
ciliation, and  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee. 

Walter  epitomized  the  lifelong  pacifist,  one  who  had 
taken  the  unpopular  stand  over  and  over,  and  he  was 
passionate  about  spreading  pacifism.  He  was  also  passion- 
ate about  his  family  and  about  the  truths  that  came  to  him. 
Walter  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth;  daughter  and 
son-in-law,  Wendy  and  Roger;  and  three  grandchildren.  ■ 
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Advertisements 


All  ads  submitted  must  be  consistent  with 
the  beliefs  and  testimonies  of  Friends. 
$.40  per  word.  Minimum  charge,  $8.00. 
Add  10%  if  boxed.  Ads  should  be  pre- 
paid, if  possible.  Send  for  information 
sheet  with  prices  for  display  ads  and  re- 
quirements. Copy  deadline:  30  days  prior 
to  publication.  Publishing  of  advertise- 
ments does  not  imply  endorsement  by 
Friends  Bulletin. 


JOHN  WOOLMAN SCHOOL 

Only  West  Coast  Friends  Secondary 
Boarding  School!  Simple  rural  living, 
small  classes,  work  program,  loving 
community.  John  Woolman  School, 
13075  Woolman  Lane,  Nevada  City, 
CA  95959.  (916)273-3183. 


LEGISLATIVE  INTERNS 

Three  positions  available  assisting  FCNL 
lobbyists.  These  are  eleven-month  paid  as- 
signments beginning  September  1 each 
year.  Duties  include  research,  writing, 
monitoring  issues,  attending  hearings  and 
coalition  meetings,  maintaining  files  and 
administrative  responsibilities  as  required. 
Write,  call,  or  fax  for  an  intern  application 
packet  after  September  1 . Attention:  Nancy 
Marlow,  Friends  Committee  on  National 
Legislation  (FCNL),  245  Second  St  NE, 
Washington,  DC  20002.  Phone:  (202)  547- 
6000.  Fax:  (202)  547-6019.  Annual  appli- 
cation period  begins  January  1 ; all  applica- 
tions must  be  received  by  March  1 . 


Subscribe  to  Friends  Bulletin. 

Please  enclose  $20  for  individual  and 
gift  subscriptions,  $16  for  meeting  sub- 
scriptions (list  meeting),  and  $14  for 
low  income/student  subscriptions. 

Name  

Address  

City/State/Zip 

□ New  □ Gift  □ Renewal 

Meeting 

Contributions  to  Friends  Bulletin  are 
tax  deductible  and  most  welcome. 
Please  mail  to  Friends  Bulletin,  1620 
NW  Menlo  Drive,  Corvallis,  OR 
97330. 


AMERICAN  FRIENDS  SERVICE 
COMMITTEE  (AFSC) 

REGIONAL  DIRECTOR 

We  are  seeking  a regional  director  of  the 
AFSC  for  the  Pacific  Southwest  Region, 
located  in  Pasadena,  CA.  The  regional 
director  has  primary  responsibility  for 
oversight  of  supervision,  administrative, 
and  financial  management  of  the  Region, 
and  interpretation  of  the  work  of  the 
AFSC.  We  seek  candidates  with  experi- 
ence in  the  above  area  and  in  community 
organizing  and  with  a commitment  to 
nonviolence  as  a means  of  achieving  so- 
cial justice.  AFSC  is  an  equal  opportunity, 
affirmative  action  employer.  Women, 
people  of  color,  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual 
people,  and  people  with  disabilities  are 
encouraged  to  apply.  To  receive  AFSC 
application,  please  send,  fax,  or  bring  re- 
sume/cover letter  to  Lynn  Brusseau, 
AFSC,  980  N Fair  Oaks  Ave,  Pasadena, 
CA  91103.  Telephone:  (818)  791-1978. 
Fax:  (818)  791-2205. 

Memorials 

Sharli  Powers  Land 

Sharli  Powers  Land,  who  served 
FWCC  from  1982  to  1990  as  interpreta- 
tion secretary  and  as  staff  for  the  Right 
Sharing  of  World  Resources  program, 
died  August  5,  1994,  at  her  home  after  a 
long,  courageous  battle  with  cancer.  An 
artist,  she  captured  the  Right  Sharing  pro- 
gram in  a painting,  a collage  of  impres- 
sions in  India,  which  was  reproduced 
widely  to  raise  money  for  Right  Sharing. ■ 

Eric  Warner  Johnson 

Eric  Warner  Johnson,  a Friends  edu- 
cator and  author  who  devoted  his  life  to 
promoting  peace  and  understanding  in 
the  world,  died  at  age  76  on  August  4, 
1 994.  He  died  from  head  injuries  suffered 
in  a fall  while  walking  in  the  woods  near 
his  home. 

His  published  books  include  Flow  to 
Live  Through  Junior  High,  Love  and  Sex 
in  Plain  Language,  and  Quaker  Meeting, 
A Risky  Business. 

Eric  Johnson  was  the  Keynote  Speaker 
at  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  in  June 
1993.  ■ 


Vital  Statistics 

Birth 

• Eleanor  Tsi-ge-yu  Caudle,  born  to 
Sharlene  and  Rex  Caudle,  October  5, 
1994,  Davis  Meeting. 

• Nathan  Andrew  Sax-Simmons,  born 
to  Naomi  Sax  and  Neil  Simmons, 
October  13,  1994,  Palo  Alto  Meeting. 

• Theodore  “Theo”  Medina  Noomah, 
born  to  Bill  and  Wendy  Noomah, 
June  16,  1994,  Multnomah  Meeting. 

Deaths 

• Sylvia  Glidden  Loomis,  Santa  Fe 
Meeting,  August  30,  1994. 

• Vance  MacDowell,  Salem  Meeting, 
September  9,  1994. 

• Ann  Ryder,  Salt  Lake  City  Meeting, 
September  26,  1994. 

• Joe  Havens,  Multnomah  Meeting, 
October  1 1,  1994. 

New  Members 

• David  Berg,  Berkeley  (transfer 
Midcoast  Meeting,  Maine). 

• Shan  Cretin,  Santa  Monica  (transfer 
Westwood). 

• Ron  Culhert,  Tempe. 

• Marian  Hall,  Rogue  Valley. 

• Paul  Hartley,  University. 

• Diane  Hollister,  Multnomah. 

• Dana  Hufford,  University. 

• Linda  Filippi,  Albuquerque  (transfer). 

• Rickie  Ann  Jones,  Berkeley. 

• Sue  Little,  Eugene. 

• Joe  Magruder,  Berkeley  (transfer 
Sacramento). 

• Sylvie  McGee,  University. 

• Paul  Orr,  Salem. 

• Jay  Penniman,  Salem. 

• Joan  Piasecki,  Mountain  View. 

• Jonathan  Warner,  Eugene.  ■ 


WILL  HOUSE  SIT 

Mature  Quaker  writer  needs  space.  Will 
house  sit  anytime  January  - March  1995, 
anywhere  West  Coast.  (503)  758-3458. 

QUAKER  TAPESTRY  CALENDARS 

1995  Quaker  Tapestry  Calendars.  Full 
color,  rich  historical  notes.  $6.00  plus 
$1.50  shipping.  Write  checks  to  Eugene 
Friends  Meeting.  Orders  to:  Cindy 
Stinson-Chennell,  1250  E 18th, 
McMinnville,  OR  97128. 
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Peace 

by  Laura  Hershey,  Mountain  View  Meeting 

As  long  as  peace 

oozing  between  cracks  in  conversation 
in  weekends 
in  placards 

finds  no  permanent  home. 


as  long  as  peace 

peeking  through  bars  desperately 
attempting  against  witness  after 
witness  to  prove  itself 
goes  hungry, 

as  long  as  peace 
clown-like 

only  entertains  during  breaks 
while  the  lions  are  groomed 
while  their  trainers  change  clothes 
while  the  floor  is  swept. 


peace  will  not  be  peace. 

It  is  a side-show  spinning  under  current, 

an  idea  held  hostage  by  apostles 

of  "reality"  who  don't  mind 

hurting  your  eyes  with  their  visions 

of  peace,  diamond-studded  handcuffs  and  a crown. 


Drawing  by  Etta  Marie  James , 
Eastside  Meeting. 


Calendar 

December  1994 


Peace 

finds  its  own  wing 

in  the  empty  spaces  around  trees. 

Peace 

stands  a solid  windmill 

powering  cities  through  the  late  autumn. 

Peace 

is  fed  by  every  hand's 
every  movement 

every  day.  So  that  at  the  end  of  the  day, 

at  the  beginning  of  winter, 

and  through  all  the  dimensions  of  sky, 

peace  is  letting  its  children 

write  new  songs  and  put  on  clothes 

that  mean 

Peace  for  all  time.  ■ 

This  poem  is  reprinted  from  the  Mountain  View  Friends 
Meeting  Newsletter,  October-November  1992,  p.  8. 
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Drawing  by  Ingrid  Petersen, 
Claremont  Meeting. 


25  Christmas. 

27-1  / 1 /95  The  Year  End  Retreat  with  Patricia  Loring, 
Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

January  1995 

13  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting, 
Campout  Retreat,  Indian  Cove,  Joshua  Tree. 

14  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting. 

14-16  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Junior  Friends 
Half-Yearly  Meeting  and  Ski  Trip 
20-22  Opening  Hearts  and  Minds  with  Bonnie  Tinker, 
Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 


3-5 

4 

10-12 

17-19 

17- 20 

18- 20 

24-26 

25 


February  1995 

Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting,  Silent  Re- 
treat, Camp  Huston,  Gold  Bar,  WA. 

Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting,  Salem,  OR. 
Winter  Montana  Gathering  of  Friends,  Ursuline 
Center,  Great  Falls,  MT. 

Southern  California  Mid- Win  ter  Fellowship, 
Pacific  Palisades,  CA. 

Annual  Conference  on  Religion  and  Psychology, 
Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

Continuing  Committee,  Intermountain  Yearly 
Meeting. 

The  Silent  Retreat,  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA 
Steering  Committee,  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, Multnomah  Meeting,  Portland,  OR. 
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